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® & KDO YOUTH AMBASSADORS
EXCHANGE PROGRAMME

TILAKCHAND LODAYA (Chennai)

You“c_tl’

The platform of life isn’t
too tailor-made. The setting
is not perfect. We have to
channelize our resources,
talents and energy to derive
maximum benefits from them.
With the idea of involving
youth in social activities and
community development, the
idea of organizing KDO Yuva
Milans came to me and
fortunately this idea has
changed the canvass and
kaleidoscope of our
Community since last two decades. Yuva
Milans at National / Ekkam level have become
special annual features of our community.
The direct and indirect of them have yielded
huge social dividends when we happily
observe that youngsters are very actively
participating in all social activities of our
community spread over many parts of India.
They are leaders of today and are also
preparing leaders of tomorrow.

Organizing Yuva Milans at National level
have become a costly affair. The amount
spent by the community in organising one
such ranges between Rs.35 — 50 lakhs. Can
we think of an additional activity which can
involve the entire community at a much
cheaper cost and at the same time yield equal
or better results as the ultimate principle of a
social or corporate strategy is to Maximise
impact while Minimising efforts.

| have in mind one such programme.

Email :ourbrotherhood@yahoo.co.in

This was experimented by me about 17/18
years back under the auspices of DB KDO Jain
Ekkam, Bengaluru and was a grand success
from every angle. It was limited to the
jurisdiction of this Ekkam and group of five or
more eligible youngsters went to different and
pre-programmed cities for a period of 3 clear
days on the principle of reciprocity.

The highlights of this Youth Exchange
programme were as under:

1. Cities selected were Bangalore, Hubli,
Gadag, Hyderabad, Kochi, Calicut, Coimbatore
and Chennai. These cities had a good KDO
population and infrastructure.

2. Easy connectivity by a convenient
mode of transport and the distance factor were
considered while allocating the cities.

3. Nearby towns with lesser KDO
population were included in the cluster of the
host or guest cities for sending or receiving
ambassadors.
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4. The group of youngsters from one
city visited the other selected city. For
example Bangalore youngsters went to
Chennai and vice versa.

5. The allotment of residences was
logically done to ensure that they can
have hands on experience of living with
the community people of different
economic strata.

6. The allotment of residences was
logically done to ensure that they can
have hands on experience of living with
the community people of different
economic strata.

7. The place of stay was changed
every day.

8. The food was arranged by the host,
unless there was a dining out programme.

9. The site seeing schedules,
including temple visits were inbuilt in
these 3 days visit.

10. Every day there was an
interaction between the entire community
people of that city with the visiting
ambassadors. These gatherings included
few competitions, a MahaKali Mata
bhavana, Talent presentation, experience
sharing, giving details about the city from
which they came, Antaskari etc. etc.
depending on the programmes of the host
city.

11. As the host cities had arranged
and delegated duties to various
community members for different events,
nobody was overburdened either with
time, energy or finance.

12. The host cities were given full
freedom to organise their programmes,
visits and schedules as per their
convenience and capacity.

13. The last programme included a
common Breakfast, lunch or dinner with
all the residents of the host city.

14. The four - wheelers belonging to

community people were used for the
movement of the visiting ambassadors.

15. Mementoes and Gifts were given
to the visiting dignitaries.

16. Receiving and send-off was done
by the selected residents of the host city.
They made themselves comfortable only
when the ambassadors reached their
respective homes in the guest city.

17. The participants shared their
experiences about their visit to the local
Mahajans on their return.

This youth exchange experiment was
a grand success and had the following
important benefits:

1. For the young ambassadors, it was
a novel and memorable experience of
meeting and staying with different
community people in a different city.

2. The host mahajan became very
active, united and was in a celebration
mood. All the people did their best to put
up a good show as is normally done by a
host.

3. Apart from the participants, the
involvement of all the members of the host
mahajan increased tremendously as if it
was a grand event to showcase their style
of living, their city, their brotherhood and
their talents to the ambassadors from
other cities.

4. Recently, | met a lady in her early
forties and | was astonished to hear her
vivid and pleasant Youth Exchange
experience, which she was gleefully
narrating.

5. The contacts developed remained
permanently engraved in their minds.

6. Recently my daughter Dr.
Smt.Mahima Mohit Dand visited for 5
weeks California, the USA, in a Rotary
Youth Exchange Programme. She had a
wonderful unforgettable time, which one
will not have a chance to experience even
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if one spends a million US Dollars. Our
young ambassadors will have similar
experience in our own country.

7. The lessons learnt from this
experience help to prepare themselves to
face life in a better way. This contributes
to their sense of belonging and KDO
community and its heritage.

8. Outing with a group is always a
fun.

9. Developing an art of relationship
and mastery in communication will provide
a platform to facilitate the creativity in
the youngsters by hands on experience.
It was a life time experience for them.

From this pilot project experience, |
am sure that we can replicate it at a
National level. Central co-ordinators like
Samast Mahajanshri and/or the Mumbai
Mahajanshri and other Ekkams may
organise this Youth Ambassadors
Exchange Programme under their banner
and will select the dates, cities or suburbs
of Mumbai and number of ambassadors
they would each like to receive or send to
different towns and cities and suburbs of
Mumbai. The local Mahajans will
themselves prepare the itineraries,
staying places, programs, site-seeing
visits, etc...

The travel programmes have to be
organised and arranged by the host and
the guest cities in co-ordination with each
other and the Central Co-ordinators. The
exchange period could be during summer
vacation and/ or in the last week of
December. If found convenient, the
ambassadors of guest city can visit host
city in the month of May and vice-versa
on different dates in the month of May or
December or some cities can be in the
month of May and the counterpart cities
can be in the month of December so that
all the youngsters have an opportunity of
meeting their colleagues. The entire KDO
community located in the length and

breadth of the country will get involved in
this program both as a guest city as well
as a host city. | cannot visualize the
amount of sense of belonging, enthu,
involvement and ‘jagruti’ will be generated
amongst the community members in this
pioneering programme. The cost of this
program will be negligible and that too will
be shared happily by the entire
community. With the present day
networking and facilities like e-mails, face
book, Whatsapp and so on, there will be
a tremendous constant exchange of
information and goodwill amongst the
ambassadors, the host city, the guest city
and the community at large.

Just like in Yuva Milans, our
community may be the first community
to organise such a Youth Ambassador
Exchange Programme for its members
on a national scale. Once this succeeds
it can be replicated, improved upon year
after year and may also be organised for
different age groups of ladies and gents.

Raaste samaaj banaa degaa,
Manzil sirf tum chuno;
Dost Samaaj banaa Degaa, Aap sirf
us dostiko Nibhao.

Other benefits of this novel
programme you can visualise and think
and the community will become more
aware of each others’ living style,
requirements, economic and matrimonial
challenges etc.. | am sure that the
community will be ready to accept and
implement this simple and powerful idea.
The past has led us up and let the future
lead us on. What we are and what we
have been has no bearing on what we can
be.

Life itself means variety. LET US
LIVE TO GIVE and GIVE TO LIVE. It is
inviolable law of life that when you expect
good, good will come to you. There is
always an exchange between Good and
Good.
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DRAFT OUTLINE FOR THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF

KDO YOUTH AMBASSADORS EXCHANGE AT NATIONAL LEVEL

1. The organisers of the programme is Shri.
Samast KDO Jain Mahajan, Mumbai and Shri. KDO
Jain Mahajan, Chennai.

2. The proposed dates for
reciprocal visits: -

15,16, 17 —August 2014 &
3, 4, 5 -October2014

3. Eligibility: Unmarried Boys and Girls between
the age group of 19to 27.

As per our latest Vasti Patrak, we have 1116
unmarried girls and 1365 unmarried boys between the

exchange visits &

1. A tentative exchange visits by the KDO]|
Ambassadors Is proposed to be as under:

(except Indore)
Pune, Solapur, Sangli -14

Yavatmal — Pusad,
Khamgam Malakapur

Amelner+Parola. efc .

Total Ambassadors will be 378.

CBE, Chennai (TN)

8

DISTRICTSFROM  (VICE-VERSA) DISTRICTS TO | agegroupof19-27.
; 4. As per our latest Vasti Patrak,
ﬁ:;ghfaicutﬁllepw-w Ezcliabad i 1: population of KDOs in various Towns

and Cities is enclosed in a separate

Mumbai City Districts- 55 - Gujarat, Kuich & Annexure. On the basis of thie
Udaipur -55 s ;
csatmedsba) | O ese Toures may

Ahmedabad - 15 - Madhyapradesh ~ -15 . g y

be amended by the Host and the
Guest City Districts after mutual
discussion.

Raichur, Bellary -14 ,

Kamataka & Goa 5 For the sglfe of convenience,
(except Raichur &- 31 - Mumbai - ihe lmpolrtant'mtles dr6 proposeq
Bellary) tolgether including .the nearby areas
badocn & - Nagpur 5 with lesser populatl.on apd .they have
Raipur - 5 Kolkatta e been termed as City DISlEI’ICtS.‘ The

total numbers of such City Districts
Ahmed Nagar, have worked to 60 subject to
Aurangabad, amendments. As | have no complete
Chalisgaon, knowledge about the nearby Towns in
Dhule, Jalgan, Maharashtra, Gujarat and Madhya
Jalna. Nanded. Pradesh, the concerned Ekkam or
Karad, Nasik & .47 Mumbai 4] Mahajans mimy prepare:such Groups
Nasik Risad. of City Districts as per their practice

and convenience. There is nothing
hard and fast about this grouping.

6. The list of such City Districts,
their minimum population and number
of Ambassadors which may be sent or
received is as under.
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Navi Mumbai — Panvel, Alibagh, Palghar, Agasi

CITY DISTRICTS APPROXIMATE | APPRO. NO. OF
POPULATION | AMBASSADORS Mulund
KARNATAKA CITY DISTRICT Bhandup — Vikhroli
Bengaluru & Mysore 400 8 Thane — Ullas Nagar
Hubli - Kumta, Sirsi, 600 10 Dombivili — Vittalwadi, Thakurli, Diva
Mangalore Ghatkopar — Chembur, Vidyavihar
Gadag - Kopal, Yalvigi, 225 6 Ambernath — Badalpur,
Akkialur Aassangav, Sahad, Shahpur,
Bijapur — Bagalkot, Lokapur 80 4 Titwala, Vajreshwari 16501+ 133
Bellary — Guntur 50 2 Andheri — Bandra, Santa Cruz, Juhu
Raichur — Saidapur, Krishna, Borivili — Dahisar, Bhayandhar, Virar
Gulbarga, Adoni, Mehboob Nagar | 80 3 Goregaon
GOA - BELGAUM 69 3 Masjid Bunder — Malbar Hill, Peddar Road, Kambhala
KERALA CITY DISTRICTS Hills, Worli, Valkeshwar, Tardeo, Sandhurst Road,
Kochi, Emakulam. Kumbhalam | 430 ) Churchgate_, Cotton G_reen, Fort, Gamdevi, Girga, Breach,
N T 2 > Byculla, Chinch Pokali
Tppey, ISUI on, Trivandrum 11 7 Matuga — Chunna Bhatti, Dadar, Vadala
Calicut - Badagar ! MADHYAPRADESH CITY DISTRICTS
TAMILNADU CITY DISTRICTS
Sorh = ol Bhopal 102+ 4
oimbatore — Tirupur, Salem,
Pollachi, Erode 345 7 Indore 332+ 5
Chennai — Nagercoil, Pondicherry| 80 2 Khandwa 77+ 3
ANDHRAPRADESH CITY DISTRICTS Sendhwa 140+ 5
Hyderabad — Secunderabad, Burhanpur 76+ 3
Nizamabad, Vikarabad, CHATTISGARH CITY DISTRICT
Vijayawada, Guntur 770 15 Raipur 557+ 5
MAHARASHTRA CITY DISTRICTS WEST BENGAL CITY DISTRICT]
Ahmed Nagar 8ar 2 Kolkatta 121+ 5
Aurangabad 130+ 3 GUJARAT CITY DISRICTS
Chalisgaon 152+ 4 Ahmedabad — Gandhi Nagar | 700+ 15
Dhule 166+ 5 Ankeleshwar 152+ 4
Jalgaon 395+ 10 Jam Nagar 192+
Jalna 95+ 2 Rajkot — Veraval 98+ 3
Sangli, Karad, Satara 178+ 4 Surat 96+ 3
Nanded — Parbhani 204+ 5 Vadodara 515+ 12
Pune art+ 8 Vapi — Valsad 152+ 4
Solapur 79+ 2 Gadhidham — Adipur, Antarjal,
Karanja 79+ 2 Gopalpuri 835+ 20
Nagpur 156+ 5 Bhuj and surrounding areas 140+ 3
Nasik & Nasik Road 220+ 4 Naliya and other towns &
Vavatmal — Pusad 78+ > villages of Abdasha Taluk 234+ 4
Khamgam 151+ 3 RAJASTHAN CITY DISTRICT
Malkapur 152+ 3 Udaipur & Surrounding areas | 34+ 2
Amelner + Parolla 85+ 2 Total 378
MUMBAI CITY DISTRICTS — | Total 16501

On this arrangement, your learned

comments are solicited

8. The important factors which have been
kept in mind while programming this Youth
Exchange are as under:

a. The Maximum train travel time will be
around 12 — 15 hours;

b. The minimum duration of the
programme is for 3 days and 2 nights. This
may increase depending on the train
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connections;

¢. The summer vacation period has been
avoided, because of weather, travel rush and
the available time to organize is less. Already
many of the Ambassadors would have
planned their vacation outings and getting
railway tickets during this period will be
difficult. The days selected are almost the
holidays and in all likelihood, there will not be
any exams or semesters. The month of
December has also been not taken into
consideration because of the proposed Gnati
Sammelan at Raipur.

9. Total flexibility will be given to the host
and guest city districts for convenient and
successful organisation of this programme,
its scheduling, contents, stay facility, etc.;

10. Mumbai will not mean the entire city.
As explained earlier, the City Districts in
Mumbai will be independent Hosts and
Guests. For ex.: If guests come to Mulund,
the Host city district will be only Mulund and it
will be Mulund Sangh which has to organize
the entire event and vice versa.

11. The Host and the Guest City
Districts will have freedom to increase the
number of Ambassadors to be received
or sent depending on their needs;

12. The role of Shri. Samast Mahajan
and Shri. Chennai Mahajan will be that of
a Coordinator only. The other finer details
will have to be worked out by the
respective Ekkams, Mahajans or City
Districts in consultation with the
Coordinator;

13. Broad guidelines for the host and
the guest city districts will be prepared
shortly and sent by email for your
suggestions;

14. The cost of travel will be borne
by the Ambassadors or their Mahajans
partly or fully;

15. As the stay will be in the
residences of the Community Members,
there will be no cost of lodging and
boarding. Site-seeing, etc., programmes
will have to be organized by the Host City
Districts. The coordinator will have little
role to play in any of these events.

16. The proforma of the feedback
report to be obtained from the Host City
and the Ambassadors will be sent to you
shortly for better understanding and future
guidance.

17. The contact numbers of all the
major cities other than Mumbai have been
obtained and once the programme is
approved and finalized, they will be
contacted for further action and
information.

18. The benefits of this Youth
Ambassadors Exchange in my enclosed
article.

19. It is proposed that entire India,
except Mumbai Region will be coordinated
by Shri. Chennai Mahajan with the help
of Ekkams and other Mahajans and the
activity relating to organizing Mumbai
Ambassadors, etc., will be done by
Shri.Samast Mahajan.

20. Publicity materials may be
prepared by both and got it printed by
Samast Mahajan in community
magazines. Social media publicity will be
done by Shri.Chennai Mahajan.

21. Your views, suggestions and ideas
are solicited for further refining the
programme, so that it is designed and
structured well, we should benefit the
Community as a whole. - Tilakchand.
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TEEN TWINKLE

Compilations And Contributions by
Mrs. Neelam Dalesh Momaya Mssrs. Damji Bhimji Co Station Road, Chalisgaon — 424101, Jalgaon District.

Interesting Anecdotes

Akbar Used to put difficult questions to
Birbal. “Can you bring me the worst thing in
the world? “ Birbal nodded his head and said,
‘Tomorrow, your majesty’. The next day when
Birbal came before the king, the king asked
him, Have you brought the worst thing in the
world? “Yes your majesty,” and he pointed
to his tongue. The King was curious. Will you
explain? He asked. Your majesty, this tongue
is so wicked. It can say the worst things
about people. It can wound so many hearts.
Itindulges in sweets and delicious food and
makes the body sick. The tongue is the worst
thing in the world.

Akbar was quite satisfied with the
answer. Then he asked “What about the best
thing in the world? Can you bring me that?
“Tomorrow, your majesty. Birbal replied. The
next day when he approached, the king
asked, Have you brought the best thing in
the world? “Yes, your majesty” and he
pointed to his tongue once again. This time
Akbar was very curious. Can you explain
once again?

“Your majesty the tongue can say the
best things to people and about people. It
can make everyone happy. The tongue can
speak so sweetly that it can heal the wounds
of every heart. The tongue is precious. It is
better than the best. It can control it self and
make the whole body healthy. Moreover it
can praise God and can make God’s light
appear in everyone’s life “Birbal replied.....

Far Sightedness

There was once a farmer. He was
working in his fields. Nearby, his son was
also involved in farming. There a man
arrived. Full wet with sweat. He looked tired
and worried. Coming near the farmer he
pleaded: brother please give water. | am very
thirsty.

On hearing this, the farmer offered him cool
water from the pot under the tree. While giving

water the farmer inquired “brother, you look so
pitiable? Is there any problem? Can | help you?
Hearing the farmer’s questions the man
answered, there is nothing that can be said. The
world has changed. What to say the village where
| am staying has become corrupt. All the villagers
have left their goodness, so | have left my village,
what is the state of affairs in your village?” The
farmer replied “brother, our village is worse than
yours. Itis not even worth entering into the village.
The man vanished.

The farmer’s son was watching the whole
scene. He wondered “our village is so beautiful
and pure, why did father talk negatively about our
village, there are no vices in our town, no
dishonesty, no corruption, The thoughts angered
and irritated the son. It increased so much that
for a moment he even thought, | should kill my
father with my plough it self”

Suddenly he saw a gentleman. Sitting under
the shade of a tree.. The farmer inquired about
his whereabouts. The youth replied, | am full of
faults and vices.. All the villagers are good natured
and honourable. | am scared that my contact with
them might contaminate their minds. That’s why
| left my village, How is your village?

The farmer put in : our village is pure and
beautiful. Come! It is fit for dwelling for people
like you...

The famer’'s son heard this
conversation.. How can my father offer
different answers to the same question, he
wondered, He wanted his father to clear his
doubts.

The farmer explained “The sightis in the
eyes of the beholder. The first man was bad
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himself so he could see that the whole world
was corrupted. If such a man enters our
village he could spoil many others, so |
replied in the negative and chased him away
while the second man was good natured, he
could see his negative points and view the
positive side of others. Such a man can prove
useful to the whole town. Contact with worthy
people makes us worthy too. The son was
astounded on hearing such talk. Until our
understanding is not matured, till then we must
take the farsightedness of experienced people.

Amazing Facts

1. The Tasaday Tribe of cave dwellers living
in Central Mindano, Phillipines are the poorest
people in the world. They were discovered in
1971. They had no domesticated animals,
agriculture, animals pottery wheels or clothes.

2. Egypt, Sadudi Arabia and Mauitania are
the driest countries of the world. Egypt gets abot
55.8 mm of rain in a year.

3. The Koutoubiya minaret in Morroco is
famous for its sweet smell cause caused by the
690 sackes of musk mixed in the mortar while
construction.

4. Chomlungama is the traditional Tibetian
name for mount Everest is the Himalayas. It
means “Godess Mother of the earth.”

5. No two human ears are like. There are
some key identieel points on the outer ear that
do not change throughout one’s like.

6. One fifth of the oxygen we inhale is used
up by the cells in the brain.

Amazing Figures

1. The kansai international airport is the
world’s first airport to be built on an island on a
sea which was 18 metres deep. Huge amount
of earth, about 70 pyramids were used to recover
land from the sea to build this 510 hectare port.

2. The airport has 3500 metres runway and
can handle 1,60,000 landings and take offs a
year.

3. It can handle 30 million air travelers a
year.

4. A normal intelligence quotient ranges

between 85 and 115. The iq of German Novelist
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe was 185.

5. Master card, the reputed name in credit
cards has a user base of 900 million cards
accepted at 24 million locations globally.

6. Diners club has a card membership of
over 8 million with over 8 million with 7 million
member establishments in 201 countries and
cards issued in 54 local currencies.

7. Visa, the credit card leader is now jointly
owned by 21000 financial institutions around the
world. Visa has a user base of 1 billion cards
accepted at 31 million locations in over 150
countries.

8. There is enough water in the earth and
sees to fill a tube 75 miles wide and 70000 mile
high, one Third the distance to the moon.

Word Power

This week’s word is ‘standard chartered
bank credit cards’. Make as many smaller
meaning ful words with this string of words and
send it to Mrs. Neelam Dalesh Momaya. The
longest list wins a Prize. Earlier week’s prize goes
to Hemal Dinesh Dharamshi from Belgaum, for
her neatly written 1032 words. Congragulations,
Hemal. | am happy to see that you are a regular
contributor to this game. Keep it up.

Think over it

The mind is the seat of all emotions and
feelings whereas the intellect is the discerning
factor, the judging ability whereby man
distinguishes the good from the bad, the right
from the wrong and the real from the unreal.

- By Swami Chinmaya Nanda.
A Perfect Life.

A little more hope, a little less despair;
A little more love, a little less hatred,;

A little more good, a little less evil;

A little more truth, a little less falsehood;
Alittle more joy, a little less sadness;

A little more praising, a little less jeering;

A little more courage when pathways are rough;
A little more patience in trouble and pain;
A little less willing at times to complain;

Are all that is needed to glorify life;

And oh! What a peaceful life this would be!
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